
1

Appendix 3 

Legislation and Guidance

Legislation Impact on Council 
functions

Review dates/notes

Coronavirus Act 2020 Creates an enabling 
framework under which 
Regulations and Secretary 
of State directions can be 
made.

Powers in respect of 
storage and disposal of 
dead bodies

Elections suspended for 12 
months

Gave powers to Secretary 
of State to make 
regulations to allow for 
remote Council and 
Committee meetings

Came into force on 26th 
March 2020 and expires 
two years from that date

Review every 6 months 
from commencement 

Provisions may be 
suspended and revived 
individually

 

The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Business 
Closure) (England) 
Regulations 2020 SI 
2020/327 

Short term set of 
Regulations to effect 
immediate closure of 
business premises- 
impacts City centre 
businesses and Council 
operated facilities eg 
museums and leisure 
centres

Establishes enforcement 
powers for local 
authorities in respect of 
premises compliance

Revoked and replaced as 
below

The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) 
(England) Regulations 
2020 SI 2020/350 

Replaced the above set of 
Regulations (SI 2020/327)

Established a duty on 
Government to review 
restrictions every 3 weeks

Widened the scope of 

Came into force on 26th 
March and expire 6 
months from that date. 

Restrictions can be 
individually revoked on 
direction of the Secretary 
of State.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/327/regulation/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/327/regulation/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/327/regulation/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/327/regulation/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/327/regulation/2/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/made#f00002
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/made#f00002
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/made#f00002
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/made#f00002
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business closures

Placed social distancing 
restrictions on a legal 
footing and created new 
criminal offences for 
breach

Closure of crematorium 
buildings to general 
visitors (not mourners 
attending a service)

Local Authorities and Police 
and Crime Panels 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 
Local Authority and Police 
and Crime Panel Meetings) 
(England and Wales) 
Regulations 2020

Permits remote meetings 
held by videoconferencing 
or teleconferencing

Relaxes requirements to 
hold Annual meetings

Relaxes requirements 
about physical publication 
of certain statutory notices

Effective until 7 May 2021 

The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) 
(England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2020

Amended the original 
Regulations to allow burial 
grounds and crematoria to 
reopen

The Local Government and 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner 
(Coronavirus) 
(Postponement of Elections 
and Referendums) (England 
and Wales) Regulations 
2020

Deals with postponement 
of by-elections of 
councillors, parish 
councillors, Police and 
Crime Commissioners.

Extends term of office for 
current councillors

The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) 
(England) (Amendment) 
(No. 2) Regulations 2020

Amendment to original 
regulations as a result of 
the easing of the lockdown 
measures

As well as the introduction of Primary and Secondary legislation the Government has 
issued wide ranging guidance on a variety of topics affecting the Council, including 
considerable guidance on how to administer the various financial support packages 
being offered to local businesses during the pandemic. The guidance has been 
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monitored on a daily basis and a summary provided to TCG which can then be 
shared with the relevant service areas for implementation.

Further examples of Government guidance are:

- Procurement Policy Note 02/20. This guidance is designed to support suppliers of 
goods and services o local authorities and public bodies. It encourages local 
authorities to identify suppliers who may face difficulties as a result of the 
pandemic and to implement measures to support them in order to ensure 
continuity of service beyond the pandemic

- Waste Collection Guidance. At the outset of the pandemic when many local 
authorities were struggling to maintain statutory services guidance was issued to 
encourage local authorities to prioritise black bin collections and to temporarily 
suspend the collection of recycling and garden waste to facilitate this.

- Health, Care & Volunteer workers Parking Pass and Concessions. Guidance was 
issued to advise local authorities not to issue Penalty Charge Notices to holders of 
Government issued parking permits provided they were following the criteria for 
use set out in the guidance 


